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by the monarchs, after which they insisted,
sternly though respectfully, that Rome should
reform itself. The purification of Rome was
the work of Spanish kings, using their
dominions in Italy as a menace which the
Popes dared not disregard. France proceeded
on a different linef Nowhere had the Popes
been more interfering; now they were
treated not as an integral part of the French
system, but as an alien power with whom
an agreement, a concordat, may be made.
The King allows the Pope certain privileges.,
in return for which he stipulates that there
shall be no meddling from Rome with the
ecclesiastical matters which the State reserves
for itself. Control over the Pope and a treaty
with him were both of them devices that
might be regarded as consistent with the
mediaeval system, though they were hard to
reconcile with the full Papal claims. Was a
third policy, that of ignoring the Pope and
yet maintaining mediaeval doctrine and dis-
cipline, any less consistent with the past ?
Could a kingdom be catholic on those terms ?
Henry VIII. was to make the experiment.

But in Germany a more drastic procedure
had been adopted. There Christianity showed
both in better and in worse aspects than in
England. There was a true and widespread